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Idiom in English 
(be) taken aback 
 

Meaning in English 
shocked, surprised, confused, disconcerted 

 

Idiom in Arabic 
ُصعق -ُصدم -تفاجأ -أخذ غلى حين غرة  

 

Historical Origin 

In the days of sailing-ships, if the wind unexpectedly whipped the huge sails 

back against the masts, the ship was taken aback, that is, its progress was ab-

ruptly halted. This could happen either through faulty steering or a swift 

change in wind direction. The shock involved relates now to a person’s reac-

tion when suddenly stopped short by a piece of news or a surprising event. 

  

Examples from Literature 

A short distance down the unfrequented lane, the Prime Ministers car was sud-

denly held up by a band o f masked men. The chauffeur, momentarily taken 

aback, jammed on the brakes. 

AGATHA CHRISTIE, Poirot Investigates, The Kidnapped Prime Minister, 1925.   

  

Examples from daily life 

I was taken aback by his harsh criticism. 

When Mary told me the news, I was taken aback for a moment. 

When I told my parents I was married, they were completely taken aback. 
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Idiom in English 
Above board 
 

Meaning in English 
Legitimate, honest, and/or legal, straight 

 

Idiom in Arabic 
عالمكشوف -قانونية -سليمة )معاملة أو وثيقة( -فوق الشبهات  

 

Historical Origin 

If a business deal is above board it is honest and would bear the scrutiny of all 

concerned. The phrase is said to refer to the dishonest practices of gamesters 

who would drop their hands below the board ,or table, to exchange 

unfavourable cards .Games played with hands above board removed at least 

that weapon from the cheater’s armoury. 

 

Examples from Literature 

I shall keep inside the gates, so no one can say I ’ve driven on the public roads 

without a license. Everything above board, that’s my motto. 
JOHN WAIN, Hurry On Down, 1953. 

 

Examples from daily life 

I expected that big company to try to take advantage of us, but so far all of 

their dealings with us have been above board. 

These documents look above board to me, Tom—go ahead and process them. 

The deal was completely open and above board. 

 

Eyhab A. BadrEddin Lecturer, English Department 
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